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LETTERS

The ‘Ask Nancy’ Letters

It all started harmlesaly enough, I

was sitting at my desk one evening
last fall, contemplating the emplty
block of space that then constituted
the op-ed page of the December issus
jand final issue, it turns out] of
Newsorvice's predecessor, Drug
Survival News.

Bomewhere along the line, [ decided
that what the space really cried out
for was a bit of humor, since there
wias nothing much in the way of light-
heartedness scheduled anywhere
else in the magazine—largely due to
tha fact that, last Hall,
there was nothing much
lighthearted anywhere in

May 100% hardball], we've been designated
a mode] preventd and gquality for
start-up program fending of 3235 000,

Well, my dear, ! can’t iefll you how
ahocked and gurprised we all wers by this
bt from the hive! And then—wouldn't you
know tt—the meeting broke up becawse i
was picketed by i i Wl Frie
the guetr that your husband's
budget cuts resulted in Lthe closing of their
meithadone maintepance program (which
wag located in a terrible neighborhood to
begin with]

Welll We all immediately piled into our

either. What do you wear bo & program
cloging, anyway? [t musi come up gquite 8
e,

Just sign me “Bowildered

THE WHITE HOLSE
WASHINGTON

Dear “Bewilderad™—

Wear whatever yvou feel most radiant (n.
Take my word for i, those people won't be
lopking ai your clethes—they Ul be looking
at you! [And loving you in
their own  &ilent way for
caring enough to visit themi]

the country to report.

Ways and means ol
injecting levity into
the proceedings sifted
through my head, and
alter a while the formula
that seemed most appeal-
ing was that of a “"Dear
Abby''-type column,
featuring First Mom
MNancy Reagan, and lam-
pooning Nancy's latest
bumblings on hehalf of
drug abuse—or on bahall
of her conservative
cronies who wail against
drug abuse, depending on
how wou look at these
t .

What emerged was the
column, “Ask Nanoy.”
And in cass you missed it
tirgt time around, it went
like this:

Dear Nanoy:

Fleaze help me resolve a dilemma that's
simply got me &t the end of my tether! At a
receni  funciion, the eobire  eoeculive
committee of our focal group, Farenis
Against Nearly Everything, [urned oul in
full regalia to witness the signing of a
proglematien by the governor pralsing us
for the outstending condributions made by
cilizen-preveniors like oursefves and for
how the gtick-to-if-ivegess of able
valunteers working completely
indepemndent of government really refeces
ithe same el-the-foh-done  philasaphy
that's made this country great. And phen he
annauneed that, because of our willlngness

o play 100% hardball on the drug (ssue
fand mobifize augport for candidates whn

Mewservien July/August 19635

cars and sped off, because there was
obviously no regsoning with those people.
But over coffer an hour or so fater, we
passed @ resolwtion to visit thelr program
during our December meeting, if (' still

open then. We think s high time that
parents begin the Yery DeORssqry prooess of

networking and informaion shering witn
these pnfortunates, and we can’t think of &

battar (ime than & couple of months from
now. We alao thought we could take along
some divinity &and fudge since it's a well-
known fact that those people like candy,
and it will be close to the bolidays
Manuey, my queestion is Lhis: Showld [ wear
my teal Wue organdy Bill Blass jumper
with white pumps and & ailpsp handbag on
our sile visit, or something a Little mpre
subdued? [ dont want to he oatentadious,
haur. Loesnradnlny o woenh o nids dengregin

Swing oue! Be yourssifl Just
don’t wear any eTpensive
jewalry—and leave that bag
under the seai in the carf

Nancy

And that. I thounght was
that. Responss {rom
readers was overwhelm.
ingly positive,
reporis started hHltering
in from programs and
state agencies around the
country where the
column was clipped and
copisd and hung on
bulletin boards and
chuckled over and
remarked about. We were
pleased that we'd besan
able to express what
apparently was on S0
many people's minds, but
that was the end of the matter—we
thought And then, along about the
end ol March, a slim gray envelope
with the return address ““The White
Houss, Washington, D.0." came in
the mail one morning.

This in what it said:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINITON

March 15, 1983

Dwar Sir or Madam:

The "“leaturs" entitled “Ask Nancy,”
which appeared in the December 1942 lssua
af Drug Burvival Mews, has been callad to

my auenton, This page included s



drawing of the First Lady; & reproduction of
the Seal of the President of the Undisd
Siates: and purported letters o and from
Mra, Reagan, with the latter printed on a
faesimile of White House stationery,

As you are well aware, none of the
foregaing was authorized or approved in
any fashion, and we must insist that these
improper uses of the name and lkeness of
the Firat Lady, the Presidential Seal and
White House stationery cesse forthwilh.
Apecifically, Mrs. Reagan has not author-
ized you io use her pamé or lkeness, or
ptherwise to suggest that ahe [s associated
with this so-called "eolumn.”
The Presidential Seal may be
used only when parmission (8
granted for authorized
purposes, and s unsuthor-
izad wse may be subject o
criminal panalfties  White
Houge stationery is for the uag

be tied up defining the concept and
refining the lormat ol Newservice,
and it didn't ssem aspecially wise or
profitable to pursue a long-distance
debate with the Chiel Inguisitor of
the Reagan administration, Fred
Fielding.

And that's whers the entire mattar
would likely have stayed until one
afternoon when I mentioned the
gpisode on the phone to High Timeas
“Almighty God Editor'' Dean
Latimer, and Dean acted righteously
indignant and exploded: ““Those

Tl WHITE HEEE

EANHINOTOH

Hars 1%, 190)

af the Presidant and persong
within the White Houag
Office, and may not be used
by others for pon-officiel
[LIFpOEas.

Your wiews on the First
Lady's afforts to aasisl in the
fight against drug abuse, and
the tasielesaness with which
you present those opinions,

Imar ELr or Hadam:

Tha “resturs™ erchilsd “sak sarcy;™ which sppascs in the
pe=ambar L9807 dppee af OF Bardaiiall HEwl, hks beEn callsd oo
W AvCERTiCn. Thin pegs Inciudadl @ drewing of She Flisd Ladps
m repreduckifs of s ESs] af the Fresidanc of zhe Onizsd
Ftanmey End pucpacted lekkers b8 dad [ieE BFd. MaEgas, WELLh
ks lspnsr primced ar & feceimile of White FHowss shekiomery,
hE wou @re wall svere. sore of bhe fopegeleg wis SeNe LEed o8
aFpEyeed ih B0% feshion, and e sust Lesmist thet these l=proper
usen =F the same arnd 1ikermas Gf LS8 TIFeL Lady, che Frssddsn-
il Ssml aod Hhits Fouss sRatliormry ceees fortbmeith Speehifi-
pally, HiS, Bedjils Bid B0T aUtscriossd you o s haT rame ar
likmnams. or cthereiss b seEgEed Gkal ahe L8 eREcolated wWioh
thid so-called "colusn.® The Frosdidestisl Bsal may be ased
arly wer peraiesies i §rared for sdchaciosd parpoass. amd

are you own affair. But you
may mod use the name or like-
ness of the First Lady, the
Presidential Seal or official
White House stationery; nor
may you otharwise falsely
suggest or imply, in any
manner, thai the President,
the First Lady or anyons in
the White House is fn any way
assooiated with your publica-
tion or any of jts featuras.

itw wramthardssd uss sy be wbjeck B crisl=al penadilai,
WEihs Rbdds sialicssry 18 for che oas of cha FPrepideaet ard
parscrE withkin the White Bewee OFfire. &l iy Adl Be WEEd b
aufesre ar for mop=afficial puarposes.

four views on the Pirst Ledy's wlicorie to sspist in Ehe Tighks
amalbsl dadf abedes. and e
pramant thoss apinicre. are pessr gen el Fair,
il Bl PaimE of Llearsas of the Flowt Ledy,; the Frepddertinl
Bewl or officla] HEite Feise SSalbomsiy|
fxlealy mggest or imgly:. in ary sanrar. that ithe Frosidemt,
ERd Firal Lady &F GPpGEs LR Ché SRiLE HoEls 18 Ln EBY wOY
smsasciated with your pubhliration er ary &7 Lhe Pealdres

LERtElsnEnEnl with whdch you
Phik i Eay 68

YEry oruly yaams,

e o et
Fred F. Fimlding
Coonidl Lo LBE PreElésnL

Tha Edlror

Very truly yours,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel o the President

Harumph [as Major Hoople used
to say in the lunny papers)..l guess
he told me.

Well, I sat on that for a while, not
really intending to ang way
or the other, just content to let the

Phisnie, AFliEka

E To1%

mAaie

bastards! They can't do that ta youl
They 've never done it to mal”

And although Latimer's display
was in no amall part due to the faot
that he was just plain jealous that
little Drug Burvival News had
succesded in the obficial
ire af the Reagan Administration
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while big-bucks High Timeas
magazine hadn't, his reaction started
me thinking. And the more | thought
about it, the more convinced [ became
that something important was at
stake here—namely, our First
Amendment protections of iresdom
of speech and freedom of the press.
Bo, I took up my pen (reluctant
patriot that I am) and dashed off the
following:

May J1, 1984

Mr. Fred Figlding
Coansel o the President
The White House
Washington, DU, 20500

[ear Mr. Fielding:

Thank you for informing
re of YOUF VIEWS CONCarning
the satirical column, “Ask
Mancy," which appsared in
the December, 1982 fssue af

Drug Survival News
Although [ guestion the
peowracy  and  walidity of

aertein of the poinls you
raised dn your lelier espe-
clally those concerning the
possible ilagalicy of our wse of
caricatures of Lhe first lady
and feceimiles of White House
stationery emd the president-
fal sealin the codumn |, [ really
do not care (0 pUrEUe &
lengthy discwssion of the
merids jor lack of same) of
your argument. I'm aure we
bt have more pressing
matlers o sttend to at the
maonrent and, since we have
na intention of running *Ask
Mancy™ o a regular basis in
the futire [largely o result of
reader disinlerest in reports,
salirical aF otherwise, of the
comings and gofnes of the
firat lady), the issue becomes
Laplite]

What I wauld like to do at this time is
poini oul what my inlentions were in
writing and puldishking the cofumn [
believe it is imperative that I set the record
strafght at chis poing since, from the tome of
your letter, I'm m sure you understood
that the column wes inlended as a satire
and was not intended fo represent & bona
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fide sdvice onlumn by Mra. RM@;EH

The main goal [ sought to achieve in
running the column was o contrast the
Reagan sdminfstration’s afficial polioy of
budg.:l culs and Tscal derring-do in the
drug abuse feld with the unofficial hand-
wringing that Mrs. Reagan routinely and
pubticly performs on the “drug probleda. " it
sirikes me &8 more han & [Diike
inconerecus thal a prezident &3 uoegquiv-
ooally and unalterably opposed do drug
abueae ag Mr. Reagan claims o be has done
ao [iitle to strike st the real couses of

chemical dependency in America: high
unemplovment and plummeating srpecls-

tions, complicated by the administration’s
bhenign indiffarenca to the logitimate needs
of milltons of our least fortunate citizens
And rather than doing whal can and
showld be done o rehabdlitate the hundreds
of thousands of addices and sbusars who
guarantes the perpetpation of the drug
probiem in this country, the administration
inetead treats ws to round after round of
budget culs and program slas asand to the
uniikely spaciacie of the § 1 lady of the
United States mumbiing inanities aboui &
compler social problem about which she
demonsirates precious lictle wnder-
standing

Furthar, ! find it pacuieliar (a8 do many of
aur readers who have responded to the
column) that, although we have had a
sorious dreg problem in this cownbry since
at least the mid 1%0s, Mrs. Reagan has
anly seamed o become awars of it ainee it
hazs bocome politically sdvantageous for
the sdministration 0 court the conserva-
tive leadirship of the national anti-drug
ANEnLs movemeant

We're not questoning Mrs. Resgan's
motives, but we do think its tme that
someand somewhare stood up and said:
“What new clothes? The preaident for the
first lady) isn't wearing new clothes. e for
ahal is naked ™

Thar's our position and that's what “Aak
Nancy" was all aboui. We happen to
beliove—and believe strangly—that if the
president were really concermed abowt drug
and alophol abuss in Ameriea, hed do
smmething about the real causes of [he
problem: the poverty and raciam amd lack
of real opportunily that truly impoverish
the spirit—and rob millions of Americans
of & fair chance for & decent life,

Again, Mr. Fielding, thank you for youg
comments. We wvery much appreciate
knowing the cofumn touchad & nerve at the
White House.
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Sincerely,
Jamas [1, Farker
Editar

I haven't received a response to
that yet, and I don't really axpeact to,
but I'm betting if I do, that Ron or
Frod o Nancy will -t:u-mp'lut.u-l:r miss
the point again and try to intimidate
me with the lact that Ron's president
and [so far] the rest of us aren't.

In the meantime, I'd like to make
clear that my objections to Nancy's
occasional lorayvs into the lorbidden

zone of drug abuse are not merely a
matter of personalities. [ personally
like Nancy very much, particularly
when she does what she truly does
bast: spend money lavishly and
accept ‘‘loans’’ ol high-couture
designer fashion creations. No, [
want it known that we support her
and invite her to drop by our founda-
tion in January, 1886 when she and
her hushband retire to Califoraia,
We'll still be in the drug abuse
prevention business then,
Will she?

el A R T T
ederatlon of
'arents for

Jrug-Free
fouth

DRUGS AND YOUTH
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